
   What is clear to me is that there is a need for a dramatic increase in spending on the civilian 
instruments of national security—diplomacy, strategic communications, foreign assistance, civic 
action, and economic reconstruction and development…civilian participation is both necessary 
to making military operations successful and to relieving stress on the men and women of 
our armed services who have endured so much these last few years, and done so with such 
unflagging bravery and devotion. Indeed, having robust civilian capabilities available could 
make it less likely that military force will have to be used in the first place, as local problems 
might be dealt with before they become crises. 

—Secretary of Defense Robert M. Gates, quote from Landon Lecture at  
Kansas State University, Manhattan, Kansas, 26 November 2007

PHOTO:  Brian McCarthy (right front), a solid waste advisor and Scottish contractor with the Kirkuk Provincial Reconstruction Team, explains to the site 
construction manager (left front) how to fix the grade of the leachate system in a landfill to meet environmental standards, Taza, Kirkuk Province, Iraq, 16 
December 2007. (U.S. Air Force, SSGT Samuel Bendet)

Secretary of Defense Robert M. Gates on interagency cooperation
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